
Chapter 12:  List of Preparers 

The National Railroad Passenger Corporation (Amtrak) and the New Jersey Transit Corporation 
(NJ TRANSIT) propose to enhance the capacity and improve the operation of the Portal Bridge, 
a rail crossing over the Hackensack River in Hudson County, New Jersey. This Final 
Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) has been prepared by the Federal Railroad 
Administration (FRA) and NJ TRANSIT to analyze the potential environmental impacts from 
the proposed project. FRA is the lead federal agency for this DEIS. The Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA), United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA), and the U.S. 
Coast Guard (USCG) are cooperating agencies for the environmental review.   

Key individuals and firms involved in the preparation of this FEIS are indicated below. 

A. FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION (FRA) 
David Valenstein 

B. NEW JERSEY TRANSIT CORPORATION 
Richard Roberts 

Responsibilities: NJ TRANSIT Chief Planner 

John Wilkins 

Responsibilities: NJ TRANSIT Project Manager 

Tom Schulze, AICP 

Responsibilities: Coordination with the Access to the Region’s Core (ARC) Project 

Jeremy Colangelo-Bryan 

Responsibilities: Planning, Environmental, Section 106 Coordination 

Vinny Truncellito 

Responsibilities: Financial Control 

C. AMTRAK 
ENGINEERING 

Kenneth Kulick, P.E. – Director, Structures Design 

OPERATIONS PLANNING 

Drew Galloway – Operations Analysis 

Stan Slater – Operations Analysis 
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D. PORT AUTHORITY OF NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY 
David Widawsky  

Responsibilities: Project Oversight 

E. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT CONSULTANT TEAM 
AKRF, INC. 

Robert Conway, P.E. – Project Manager 

Masters in Civil Engineering. More than 25 years of experience in modeling pollutant fate for 
transportation projects and project management in NEPA Environmental Impact Statements.  

Leslie A. Mesnick – EIS Manager 

Masters in Environmental Engineering. Experience in brownfields redevelopment, site 
remediation, air permitting, wetland and land use permitting, and Environmental Impact 
Statements.  

Julieanne Herskowitz – Social and Economic Conditions  

Bachelors in Growth and Structure of Cities. Specializes in the evaluation of land use, zoning, 
public policy, community facilities, and open space.  

Jelena Matic – Air Quality  

Ph.D. in Chemical Engineering. Environmental engineer experienced in the analysis of mobile 
and stationary source air quality environmental impacts.  

Benjamin Sachwald – Noise 

Bachelors in Mechanical Engineering with Acoustics Concentration. Noise specialist with more 
than 3 years of professional acoustical consulting experience. 

Michael Clayton – Natural Resources and CZM 

Bachelors in Entomology and Applied Ecology. Over ten years experience with the preparation 
of state and federal environmental permit applications.  

Shawn Shotzberger – Natural Resources and CZM 

Bachelors in Marine Science. Over ten years experience with the preparation of state and federal 
environmental permit applications.  

Mei Mei J. Lee, AICP – Natural Resources, CZM, Contaminated Materials, and 
Construction Impacts 

Bachelors in Natural Resources. Experience in transportation planning, preparation of state and 
federal environmental permit applications, and Environmental Impacts Statements.  

Molly R. McDonald, R.P.A. – Visual, Historic and Archaeology 

Masters in Buildings Archaeology and Historic Preservation. Specializes in history, archaeology, 
and the analyses of urban design and aesthetic considerations. 

A. Michael Pappalardo, R.P.A. – Visual, Historic and Archaeology 
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Bachelors, Anthropology. Almost 20 years of experience in archaeology and cultural resource 
management as a professional archaeologist.  

FIGG BRIDGE 

Garrett G. Hoffman, P.E. 

Master of Science in Civil Engineering.  Over 14 years of design and project engineering 
experience on rail and highway bridge projects from the environmental studies phase through 
final design and construction engineering support.  

W. Jay Rohleder, Jr., P.E., S.E.  

Master of Science in Civil Engineering and MBA.  Over 25 years of design, project management 
and agency coordination experience on rail and highway bridge projects from the environmental 
studies phase through final design and construction engineering support.  

Jose M. Rodriguez, P.E. 

Master of Science in Civil Engineering.  Over 24 years of design, project management and 
agency coordination experience on rail and highway bridge projects from the environmental 
studies phase through final design and construction engineering support. 

D. Brice Urquhart, P.E.  

Master of Science in Civil Engineering.  Over 13 years of design and project engineering 
experience on rail and highway bridge projects from the environmental studies phase through 
final design and construction engineering support.    

GANNETT FLEMING 

Richard Cross, P.E. 

Bachelors in Civil Engineering. 30 years experience and is responsible for railroad, transit, and 
highway design; facility and rail yard design; land surveying; right-of-way plans; stormwater 
management; and utilities. 

Greg Nazarow 

Bachelors in Mechanical Engineering, Masters in Business Administration. Over 20 years 
experience in evaluating issues relative to existing capacity and requirements, operational 
constraints, line, railyard and station configuration, and right-of-way and signal system 
improvements.  He is proficient in developing network operations simulations to test rail 
operating plans and physical plant modifications. 

John F. Legath, Jr., P.E. 

Bachelors in Civil Engineering. Almost 20 years experience and is responsible for track and civil 
design including the preparation of plans, specifications, and estimates for track, earthwork, 
drainage, soil erosion and sedimentation control, and other civil design of highway and transit 
facilities. 

John F. Samean 

Associates in Specialized Technologies. More than 27 years of experience and manages signal 
design and rail operations planning. 
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John Goddard, Jr.  

Associates in Architectural Technology. Expertise in civil and track design, and is primarily 
responsible for horizontal and vertical alignment design, profiles, cross sections, and track 
details for preliminary and final construction drawings. 

HOWARD/STEIN-HUDSON ASSOCIATES 

Maura Fitzpatrick – Project Manager, Public Involvement 

Masters in Public Administration. Over 20 years experience in policy analysis, public 
involvement programs, meeting facilitation, organizational management and preparation of 
Environmental Impact Statements. 

Christie Marcella – Public Involvement 

Masters in Urban Planning. Experience in transportation and land use planning, public 
involvement activities and preparation of Environmental Impact Statements. 

Melissa Budsock – Public Involvement 

Bachelors in Marketing. Experience in government and logistical coordination of public 
outreach on major transportation projects in the region including the ARC project. 

MODJESKI AND MASTERS 

Leon K. Huang, P.E.  

Bachelors in Civil Engineering. Over 25 years of wide-ranging experience in various aspects of 
complex bridge design and analysis, including preliminary studies through detail design and 
construction monitoring. 

Kevin Johns, P.E. 

Masters in Civil Engineering. Almost 10 years experience in the design and detailing of new 
structures and rehabilitation of old structures. 

PRESTIGE ENVIRONMENTAL 

Xerxes Antia, P.E., Contaminated/Hazardous Materials 

Bachelors in Civil Engineering. Almost 25 years experience in environmental science and 
geotechnical engineering, specializing in hazardous waste screening, implementing soil and 
groundwater investigations and remedial cleanup activities. 

RADIN CONSULTING 

Chitra Radin 

Bachelors in Political Science. Over 20 years experience in the preparation of environmental 
impacts analyses, agency coordination and manager of large-scale transportation projects. 

Michael Ashby 

Masters in Environmental Geochemistry. Expertise in the development of environmental 
documentation and GIS mapping for the preparation of environmental impacts analyses. 
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Jennifer Baer 

Masters in Public Administration. Over 20 years experience in the preparation of environmental 
impacts analyses, agency coordination and public involvement activities. 

Jane Darcy 

Masters in Urban Planning. Experience in land use and transportation planning as well as public 
involvement development and execution. 

Maria Rallis 

Bachelors in Environmental Sciences. Assists in the preparation of environmental documents for 
state and federal regulations.  

REICHMAN FRANKLE, INC. 

Rose Reichman 

Masters in English.  Thirty years experience in development and implementation of marketing 
communications and public outreach programs and materials. 

Connie Reynolds 

Masters in Business Administration--Marketing.  Twenty-five years experience in technical 
writing and marketing communications for public and private clients including large-scale 
transportation projects.  
ROBINSON AERIAL SURVEYS 

Kurt J. Lutz - Project Manager, Topographic Mapping 

Bachelors in Aeronautical Science. Over 20 years experience in aerial data acquisition, remote 
sensing, spatial data analisys and photogrammetric map production        
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